Some critics debate that the female characters in the opening section of The Winter’s Tale are of little significance. Others believe that these characters are amongst the most interesting in the play. Discuss.

Notes

Important because:

· Indicate Shakespeare’s feminist views – powerful women (Paulina and Hermione are strong and defiant, with dignity – Paulina controls her husband – standing up for their own views). 
· Are the reason for the story (Hermione’s supposed affair is the reason for Leontes’ suspicions – there would not be a plot without these women)
· Important overall for providing contrast over two time periods – foreshadowing
· The fact that Leontes ignores them means little – he ignores everyone else too, including the ORACLE!
· Hermione is influential in getting Polixenes to stay – when Leontes could not
· Not important because:

· Male character (Leontes) makes the final decision – ignores Paulina and Hermione

· Their initial presentation (relaxing, chatting, having fun) perhaps shows Shakespeare’s opinions of them – unimportant

· Paulina is a go-between / mediator – not working off her own initiative. 
